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Census: Multiracial numbers up sharply
New data shows decline
in Connecticut’s white
population over decade
By Daniela Altimari
Hartford Courant

With the white population
declining in Connecticut and
around the nation, newly released
U.S. Census figures show historic
growth among people who identify

as multiracial.
“Our analysis of the 2020 census
results show that the U.S. population is much more multiracial
and more racially and ethnically
diverse than what we measured
in the past,’’ Nicholas Jones, director of race and ethnic research and
outreach for the population division of the U.S. Census Bureau
said during a teleconference with
reporters on Thursday, the date the
data was released.

Nearly 10% of the U.S. population, or 34 million people, said
they were more than one race,
an increase of 276% from the
2010 census. Demographers and
sociologists attribute the trend
to several factors, including an
increase in multiracial families
and a greater freedom to chose
one’s identity.
At the same time, the percentage of people who identify as white
dropped from 64% of the popula-

tion to 58%.
“For the first time in U.S.
history, the white population
has declined,” said Matthew W.
Hughey, a professor of sociology
at UConn who studies the social
dimensions of race. “That’s a big
part of this story as well. The white
population is aging and their birthrate is declining.”
The data from Connecticut
Turn to Census, Page 4

137,569

The number of people in
Connecticut who identified
as multiracial in the 2020
U.S. Census, up from 59,505
in 2010, a 131% increase. At
the same time, the white
population dropped from
77% to 66%. Nearly 10% of
the U.S. population said they
were more than one race.
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CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT

Insurgents rack up
battlefield wins as
they approach capital
By Ahmad Seir, Tameem
Akhgar, Rahim Faiez
and Joseph Krauss
Associated Press

Hartford resident and Community Renewal Team summer intern Rhaili-Em Lowe, 16, helped promote COVID-19 vaccines to teenagers in the Hartford
area. Lowe said that even though her internship is ending, she will continue to promote the vaccine. SOFIE BRANDT/HARTFORD COURANT

Vaccine disparities lead to
concerns for ‘normal’ year
Rates among city students dramatically lower than their suburban peers
By Amanda Blanco
Hartford Courant

Fewer than half of kids ages
12-15 in Connecticut are fully
vaccinated against the coronavirus — and statewide estimates
mask stark disparities between
cities and affluent suburbs that
grow even larger among children,
a Courant review of state data
shows.
In Hartford and West Hartford,
about 64% and 83% of community members ages 45-64 are fully

vaccinated against COVID-19,
respectively. But fewer than 26%
of Hartford children ages 12-17 are
fully vaccinated against COVID19, compared to about 76% of West
Hartford children of the same age.
A number of Connecticut’s
wealthiest towns, including
Greenwich, New Canaan and
Westport, all have COVID-19
vaccination rates above 70% for
the 12-17 age group, while fewer
than 30% of kids that age are fully
vaccinated against COVID-19 in
Waterbury and Bridgeport, and

less than one-third in New Haven.
The dramatically lower youth
vaccination rates among some
of Connecticut’s largest cities
compared to suburban areas
leaves some students and families
concerned about the feasibility of
a fully in-person school year.
After spending her sophomore
year of high school learning from
home, Hartford resident 16-yearold Rhaili-Em Lowe decided to
dedicate several weeks of her
summer break encouraging young
community members to get vacci-

nated against COVID-19 in hopes
of a better shot at consistent
in-person learning.
“I’ve been a remote learner for
one-and-a-half years. I’m trying
not to have it happen again,”
said Lowe, a rising junior at the
Connecticut IB Academy in East
Hartford.
Dr. Ho-Choong Chang, the
chief of pediatrics for Community Health Center, Inc., described
the drastically lower rates as a
Turn to Vaccines, Page 4

The last piece of redevelopment puzzle
Hartford’s Martin Luther King Apartments near
Colt building to be razed and rebuilt in $50M plan
By Kenneth R. Gosselin
Hartford Courant

HARTFORD — In the 1990s, the
Martin Luther King Apartments in
Hartford’s Sheldon/Charter Oak
neighborhood blended into the
area’s deteriorating, bleak landscape.
Two decades later, the low and
moderate income rentals stand
out in a neighborhood transformed by the revitalization of
the once-decaying Colt manufacturing plant, the Capewell Horse

Nail Co. factory, the Dutch Point
public housing complex, Dillon
Stadium and the Sport and Medical Sciences Academy, a magnet
middle and high school.
A $50 million plan to raze and
rebuild the MLK Apartments
on Van Block Avenue is the final
major piece of a redevelopment
puzzle envisioned in the 1990s to
strengthen Sheldon/Charter Oak,
just a short walk from downtown.
The project, however, won’t
Turn to Apartments, Page 4

KABUL, Afghanistan — The
Taliban on Saturday captured
a large, heavily defended city
in northern Afghanistan in a
major setback for the government, and were approaching the
capital of Kabul, less than three
weeks before the U.S. hopes to
complete its troop withdrawal.
The fall of Mazar-e-Sharif,
the country’s fourth largest city,
which Afghan forces and two
powerful former warlords had
pledged to defend, hands the
insurgents control over all of
northern Afghanistan, confining the Western-backed government to the center and east.
Abas Ebrahimzada, a
lawmaker from the Balkh province where the city is located,
said the national army surrendered first, which prompted
pro-government militias and
other forces to lose morale and
give up in the face of a Taliban
onslaught launched earlier
Saturday.
Ebrahimzada said Abdul
Rashid Dostum and Ata Mohammad Noor, former warlords who
command thousands of fighters,
had fled the province and their
whereabouts were unknown.
Noor said in a Facebook post
that his defeat in Mazar-e-Sharif
was orchestrated and blamed
government forces, saying they
handed their weapons and
equipment to the Taliban. He
did not say who was behind the
conspiracy, nor offer details, but
said he and Dostum “are in a safe
place now.”
The Taliban have made major
Turn to Taliban, Page 8

Huskies return
to Rentschler
The UConn football team
made its first appearance at
Rentschler Field since 2019
on Saturday for a practice
that was open to fans.
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A rendering shows plans for the new, $50 million Martin Luther King
Apartments in Hartford’s Sheldon/Charter Oak neighborhood. A 1960s
public housing complex will be razed to make way for a more pedestrianfriendly development. CROSSKEY ARCHITECTS

Keeping you safe and informed
Let our trusted medical experts answer your
questions and concerns about COVID-19, the
vaccine, the delta variant and more.
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come without major disruptions for the tenants, some
of them living in the apartments for decades. The
tenants will first need to
pack up and be temporarily
relocated elsewhere, either
in the city or the surrounding area. Their moves will be
paid for, and tenants could
qualify for rent subsidies if
their temporary rents are
higher than at the MLK
Apartments.
The move will affect
households in the complex’s
64 units and is expected to
begin early next year, in
late winter. Once that is
complete, construction on
161, mixed-income units will
start after demolition, with
the project anticipated to
unfold over 18 months.
Tenant Greta Green
admits she’s anxious about
all the changes and where
she will live in the meantime. Green said she doesn’t
want to be relocated far
from her customer service
job downtown. And Green,
who just turned 50, definitely wants to return to the
only place she’s ever called
home.
She does have a good shot
because current tenants are
being given first preference
at the new apartments.
“It’s bittersweet but you
know what, it’s time, it’s
time,” Green said. “I see
other places are getting
renovated, torn down, so
I think it’s time. It’s bittersweet, but I’m OK with that.”
About a year ago, Green
walked out of her apartment
and noticed that the letter
“F” marking her area of the
complex on the ground.
“It was so tired that my
letter just fell off,” Green
said.

A place with
potential
Neighborhood leaders in
the Sheldon/Charter Oak
see the redevelopment as a
milestone — even capstone
— to two decades of efforts
to revitalize the neighborhood, mixing market-rate
apartments with affordable
units and attracting investment in development projects.
“People no longer look at
this as a place to be avoided
but as a place that has potential,” said Chris McArdle,
treasurer of the Coalition
to Strengthen the Sheldon/

Vaccines
from Page 1

“double-hit” to the communities that were already
suffering the most from the
coronavirus.
“They have higher hospitalization rates, higher
death rates. This is a super
concerning problem with
regard to health equity,” he
said.

Vaccinations
lag for Black,
Hispanic kids

Racial disparities in vaccination rates among children
in the same age group are also
clear. About 75% of Asian or
Pacific Islander and about
60% of white children ages
12-15 have received at least
one dose of the COVID-19
vaccine, compared to about
48% of Hispanic children,
49% of multiracial children
and 35% of Black children in
the same age group.
“I do think a lot of it has
to do with the long history
of institutionalized racism
in our country, and how
people of color have come to
mistrust the medical establishment — in many cases
deservingly so,” Chang said.
“Our job is to acknowledge
that history and realize that
we have an opportunity here
to regain the trust of folks. ...

Census
from Page 1

shows a similar trend: the
white population dropped
from 77% in 2010 to 66% in
2020.
At the same time, the
number of people who identify as multiracial grew from
59,505 in 2010 to 137,569 in
2020, a 131% increase.
The demographic shift is
largely driven by age, said
Mark Abraham, executive
director of DataHaven, a
nonprofit group that collects

Greta Green, left, and Mamie McGriff have been neighbors for decades at the MLK Apartments
in Hartford’s Sheldon/Charter Oak neighborhood. A $50 million plan for relocating tenants
and razing and rebuilding the 1960s-era complex as a more pedestrian-friendly development is
expected to get underway next year. SOFIE BRANDT PHOTOS/HARTFORD COURANT

Charter Oak Neighborhood,
a neighborhood revitalization zone organization.
Owner and developer
Sheldon Oak Central, a
Hartford-based housing nonprofit, plans both
market-rate and affordable
apartments. The affordable
apartments include some
with “Section 8” rental
subsidies, not currently
offered at the MLK Apartments. That, the nonprofit
said, will ensure the new
development will offer a
broad range of affordability.
The mixing of incomes in
housing developments seeks
to avoid the dense concentration of lower-income
households, which was the
standard in the late 1960s
when the MLK Apartments
were built.
“What Sheldon Oak is
doing is really transforming
MLK from a sort of backwater of people who are living
on the edge of poverty to a
place where it is going to
be a mix of the population,”
McArdle said. “Hopefully,
that will mean more of the
workforce will continue to
move into this neighborhood.”
Emily Wolfe, executive
director of Sheldon Oak,
said the seven acres encompassed by the MLK Apartments also are isolated from
the rest of the neighborhood
because the complex lacks
streets running through it.
“It looks a little forbidding, so the important thing
is that we want to integrate
it back into the neighborhood,” Wolfe said. “We’re
doing that with a pedestrian

The Martin Luther King Apartments in Hartford won architectural
accolades when it was built in 1969. But owner Sheldon Oak
Central said renovations weren’t worth it. The complex’s
design isolated rather than connected it to the surrounding
neighborhood and its townhouse design with bathrooms only
on the second floor made it difficult for older tenants.

design, a pedestrian boulevard going through, now
there are just cul-de-sacs.”
The design, Wolfe said,
will connect the MLK
Apartments to Stonington Acres, another development rehabbed by
Sheldon Oak, and Dutch
Point, a mix of apartments
and townhouses, as well as
the surrounding community, close to Colt Park and
the riverfront.
“They will be one community, not separate,” Wolfe
said. “The way they were
designed they were separate
housing projects, which is a
very public housing way of
looking at it.”

Looking
to the future
When the MLK Apartments were built in 1969, the

project won architectural
accolades for its innovative
design, appearing from the
air in the shape of a chevron.
But in achieving that
shape the complex took on
secluded atmosphere that
invited crime and created
apartments that were small
with sharp angles.
The complex also was
originally twice as large,
with 124 units. Sheldon Oak
purchased the complex
in 1996 from the nearby
Church of the Good Shepherd under the leadership
of former executive director Daniel Merida. Sheldon Oak demolished half
of the units, cutting back
on low-income density that
was then viewed as fostering
urban crime. The remaining
apartments were then renovated.
Sheldon Oak considered
another renovation in recent

That is certainly a challenging conversation to have, but
a very important one.”
According to state data
published Thursday, about
62% of all Connecticut residents are fully vaccinated
against COVID-19. That
percentage trends downward by age group, with
about 56% of residents ages
16-24 fully vaccinated and
just over 47% of residents
ages 12-15 fully vaccinated.
Those age-group numbers
are about 10% higher if
including younger residents who have received
one dose. However, with
the Pfizer-BioNTech shot
being the only one approved
for people under 18, minors
who are partially vaccinated
as of mid-August may not be
fully immune to the virus for
another month or so. Individuals receiving the Pfizer
shot must wait three weeks
between the first and second
dose, and another two
weeks after the final dose,
to be considered near-fully
protected against COVID-19.
Children under 12 are not yet
eligible for any coronavirus
vaccines.
Lowe said a number
of her friends and classmates are getting vaccinated to continue learning
in classrooms, but she is still
concerned about the potential impacts of the overall lower vaccination rates
among teens and young

adults compared to older age
groups.
As an intern for the
Community Renewal Team
in Hartford, Lowe worked
with other participants in
the organization’s Summer
Youth Employment & Learning Program to promote
COVID-19 vaccine awareness through projects ranging from creating yard signs
to hosting an online panel
focused on addressing
vaccine hesitancy and misinformation spread through
social media.
“We all miss each other,”
she said of her friends. “I
want to experience my
junior year in some type of
normalcy.”
Through his work at
Community Health Center’s
pediatric medical clinic in
Hartford, Chang said he
encounters vaccine-hesitant
families “quite commonly
now” and concerns often
relate to misinformation, as
well as concerns about side
effects.

Of more than 312,000
Connecticut residents who
participated in the U.S.
Census Bureau Household
Pulse Survey from June
23-July 5 and reported
they did not plan on

getting vaccinated against
COVID-19, 55% said they
were concerned about
side effects, 50% said they
planned to “wait and see
if it is safe” and 36% said
they “don’t trust COVID19 vaccines.” Respondents
were allowed to choose
more than one answer.
“Unfortunately, the internet and social media play a
huge role in how people
view health-related matters,
and this includes vaccines,”
Chang said.
Most people know at a
rational level not to believe
everything they read online,
but on an emotional or
behavioral level, they may
still act upon what they’ve
seen, Chang explained, and
sometimes there may be
a fact somewhere in what
parents have read, distorted
by “layers and layers of
misinformation.”
For example, Chang
said health care providers
should acknowledge that
the COVID-19 vaccine has
side effects, but more serious ones, like myocarditis
— inflammation of the heart
— are “extremely rare.”
“This concept of trying to
balance risk versus benefit
can be challenging for some
families to understand ...
and that’s our job as health
care providers, to lead
them through that thought
process and conversation ...
so they can make a decision

and analyzes data about
Connecticut and its communities.
“The average adult in
Connecticut is almost 50,”
Abraham said. “They’re
not of child-bearing age
anymore. The white population tends to be older and
the groups that are driving
the increase are Asians and
Latinos and they tend to be
younger in their 20s and 30s
... and of child-bearing age.”
In addition to providing an important demographic snapshot, the census
data released Thursday has

several practical uses. Billions
of dollars in federal money is
dispersed based on population. Also, the numbers are
essential to the redistricting
process to ensure congressional and legislative districts
are drawn fairly.
The census both
“measures and manufactures race,” Hughey said.
The first census, completed
in 1790 contained just three
racial categories: free white
males and females, “all other
free persons,” and enslaved
people. Later, census takers
recorded the race of the

people they counted.
By 1960, Americans could
self-identify their race and
in 2000 the bureau added a
box for more than one racial
category to the census form.
That first year, about
2.4% of the U.S. population,
roughly 7 million people,
identified as multiracial. By
2010, the number had edged
up to 2.9% of the population,
or about 9 million people.
It jumped dramatically
this year, a trend driven
largely by Hispanics, who
can be of any race. In 2010,
6% of Hispanics identified as

Side effects,
safety cited
as concerns

years, but it would have
cost millions. A renovation would not have solved
fundamental problems of
all the units being townhouses with bathrooms
exclusively on the second
floor, a hardship as tenants
age, Wolfe said. There also
are no one-bedroom apartments, which are sought
after in the Hartford market,
she said.
Looking to the future,
Sheldon Oak and its partner, Vesta Corp. of Simsbury,
an owner and developer of
affordable housing, plan
a project that will borrow
from the look of the historic,
former Colt worker houses
across Van Block Avenue.
The apartments will be
a combination of flats and
townhouses, with one, two
and three bedrooms, ranging
in size from 774 square feet
to 1,683 square feet.
The design includes one
large, L-shaped central
building with flats and an
elevator with older tenants
and the physically disabled
in mind. There will be 14
smaller building with six or
seven apartments.
Greta Green’s next door
neighbor, Mamie McGriff,
has lived at the MLK Apartments for decades, just
about as long as Green. But,
at 78, McGriff is finding it
tougher to climb the stairs to
the bathroom and would like
an apartment on one floor.
“I had to buy one of those
potty chairs from Walgreens
so I could have it in the hallway,” McGriff said. “I can’t
be hitting those stairs too
many times.”
Monthly rents now range
from $1,050 to $1,225 for
two- and three-bedroom
units. Projected rents will
rise, ranging from $1,200 for
one-bedroom apartments to
$1,800 for three-bedroom
units.
Wolfe, of Sheldon Oak,
said the nonprofit has
applied to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development — with the
city’s support — to designate
40 apartments, or 30% of the
project’s rentals, for Section
8 subsidies. The subsidies
mean tenants would only
have to pay 30% of their
income in monthly rent.
Plans call for buildings to
be arranged around a central
green with a gazebo and
playscape. All ground floor
apartments will have front
porches to open to the street.
An existing mural
mounted on a building,
depicting landmarks in

Sheldon/Charter Oak, will
be saved and displayed at a
new entrance.
The city has approved
the master plan for the project. Financing is nearing
completion and is expected
to include a mortgage from
the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority and
federal low-income housing tax credits.

that’s in their best interest,”
he said.
While older teens and
young adults may be able
to do their own research
and develop their own
stances on vaccine efficacy
and safety, kids around age
12 “by and large are really
leaning on their parents
or guardians to help them
with this decision-making
process,” Chang said. “If
the parent is coming from
the standpoint that they’re
very hesitant, then of course
the child will be as well.”

portable setups are particularly important in areas
where families may not
always have access to reliable transportation, said
Waterbury Superintendent
of Schools Verna Ruffin.
About 29% of Waterbury
children ages 12-17 are fully
vaccinated.
“We’ve not ceased
trying to get more adults
and students to [get vaccinated],” she said. “Our plan
is not over,”
In addition to vaccines,
Ruffin said health and
safety measures like wearing masks and frequent
handwashing and sanitation “play a critical part
in opening schools” and
it’s important to continue
following them consistently,
especially with the spread of
the delta variant across the
state.
“We are wearing masks
and should continue to do
so until further direction
and guidance. We are navigating some unknowns
with the new variant, and
we want to be cognizant
of [that],” she said. “We’re
taking it very seriously, and
in every instance possible, we encourage and we
support our teens as well
as our families and our staff
getting the vaccination.”

multiracial; by last year, the
number had climbed to 33%.
“A big part of that is how
Hispanics/Latinos are identifying given that they’re
not counted as a race in
the census,” Hughey said.
“So does this way of checking more than one box give
people a sense of identifying
their Latino/Hispanic-ness
as ‘racial?’ ‘’
The increase in Americans identifying as multiracial could signal a general
wariness with the social
constructs of race, Hughey
said. He noted that number

Schools
promoting
vaccination

Since the Pfizer-BioNTech shot became eligible
for teens ages 16 and 17 in
April and teens ages 12-15 in
May, many towns and cities
set up clinics in high school
gymnasiums and auditoriums so students did not
have to miss classes or find
a ride to get vaccinated.
Efforts have continued over
the summer, and are ramping up again before the start
of the school year. In Hartford, families who attended
coronavirus vaccination
sites at local schools in early
August were entered to win
a $1,000 or $100 gift card,
and clinics are expected to
continue into September.
Easily accessible and

Worries about
gentrification
Linda Nelson moved to
the MLK Apartments 20
years ago and has since
retired from a job as an operations manager at UConn
Health.
Nelson said she wants to
return to the redeveloped
complex. But she worries
about gentrification and
being able to afford to move
back.
“We’re used to being in
this area — not saying that
we don’t want improvement
in our city — but give us a
chance to live in it,” Nelson
said in the living room of her
apartment.
“We see all these buildings going up and it’s like,
they are cornered off from
us,” Nelson said. “It’s going
on all-around us, and everybody is living the luxury
life.”
Nelson said she took
a tour of the rentals in
the converted Capewell
factory. She loved the apartments but bottom-line, she
couldn’t afford to live there.
“It’s really frightening for
an older person like myself,”
Nelson said. ‘I don’t work,
so I’m basically low income.
I’m on Social Security but
the thing that is scary, not
only for myself, but a lot of
us, we see these buildings —
if our Social Security were
up to par or keeping up with
the cost of living, we could
probably get one of these
apartments — but we’re
stuck.”
Wolfe said the primary
goal as the property’s owner
is to not displace any tenants.
“So that’s a first-order goal,” Wolfe said. “A
lot of people have lived
here for a very long time,
and it’s always been naturally affordable. We’re very
conscious as neighborhoods
change, we don’t want to
displace the original residents.”
Kenneth R. Gosselin can
be reached at kgosselin@
courant.com.

Amanda Blanco can be
reached at ablanco@cou
rant.com.
of census respondents
choosing “some other race”
also increased.
“Given the decline of the
white-[alone] self-identification demographic, and
given the political currency
about race and debates
about race and racial equality and racism, people may
be showing dissatisfaction
with racial labels overall, on
top of the fact there are more
choices,” he said.
Daniela Altimari can be
reached at dnaltimari@
courant.com.

